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How to Change Our Future?

(1) BARDOEEZEORERLL NV A—TEITL—

What do you imagine when you hear about
politics?  Why must we take part in election? You
may think it’s impossible to find answers to these
question.

Why do we observe a low turnout of young
generations? One of the problems is what’s called
‘silver democracy’. In aging societies, some
politicians take policy for senior citizen to collect
votes. | think policies for young generations are also
necessary in a community. However, the problem
here is that the young generations are not interested
in their future. What [ want to tell everyone is that
voting is one of the important keys to change our
society. To realise this fact, let’s consider our
democracy system.
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So in the first place, what is democracy?
Democracy is one of a political system. In the
democratic political system, people think ‘we have
the right to decide what our country is going to be’.’
On the other hand, there are some autocratic
countries around the world. In an autocratic political
system, only a few people have the political power to
make decisions.

Here is the point, the democracy of Japan
is different from that of other countries. In the case
of France or America, in the past, people fought for
themselves. The most typical example of this was the
French Revolution in 1789. Japan has so—called post—
war democracy which was given by the United States,
after Japan had been defeated in the World War 2. As
a result of indirect rule by the US, post—war
democracy has begun. That suggests the base of
Japanese democracy is more vulnerable, than other
democratic counties. We need to have awareness that
we are the one who is building our democratic nation.
So what can we do to make our democracy more
stable?
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I think that the most effective way to make
young generations become interested in politics is to
have productive school curriculum from their young
age. In my opinion, the most important thing is to
understand the structure of the politics as well as the
importance of participating in the election. To
achieve this, what schools can do?

Let me give you some examples. In
America, students are trained to be active in giving
self-assertion. This helps them to be more confident
with themselves about having their own opinion. In
the UK, citizenship education is an official subject in
school. They learn about the responsibility of being
one of the citizens. And more in Sweden, school
election is held when the election season is coming.
Important thing is to make young generations become
familiar with politics by education.

Lastly, our school could be a good example
of political education. in Jiyugakuen, By making our
lunch by ourselves, or organizing an event, we learn
to think and make actions by ourselves. We also have
an opportunity to share our thoughts. So these allows
us to realize that we are one of the members of our
school and that we are responsible for each of our
actions.
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Not many Japanese young people go voting.
We could change the society if our opinions and
though gather. Probably, many young people in Japan
don’t think democratic election is special. However,
there are people who are forced to choose a dictator
as their leader and people who never be able to speak
out against to the government.

Please remember, it is special that we can
speak out our opinion freely. And it is also special
that we have democratic election. We have both, the
right and the responsibility as a member of society.
This is what I learned through education in my school.
And it is what should be taught in education. Young
generation, we are the leader of the future society.
Mothers, fathers,
teachers, all the adults, Please help young people to

grandparents, uncles, antis,
have interest and participate in politics through
education in family and school.

You have the responsibility to support
young generation. Don’t forget, if our opinions and
sheets assemble, we have the power to change the
society and our future.

Thank you for listening.
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